
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL FOARD

SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 86-27

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS
(SITE ClEANUP REQUIREMENTS) FOR:

HEWLEIT PACKARD
640 PAGE MILL RD.
PALO AL'IO
SANTA ClARA COUNTY

STANFORD UNIVERSITY
PALO AL'IO
SANTA ClARA COUNTY

The California Regional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. Hewlett Packard, hereinafter called a discharger, by application
submitted February 28, 1986 applied for issuance of waste
Discharge Requirements for their facility located at 640 Page Mill
Road in Palo Alto. The land is owned by Stanford University, also
considered a discharger.

2. The site consists of two main buildings and a storage building,
as shown on Attachment 1, SitePlan, hereinafter a part of
this order. The complex houses researchmd production facilities
associated with Hewlett Packard's Optoelectronics Division.

3. The site is located on a series of overlapping alluvial fans
deposited by east-flowing streams along the edge of the foothills of the
Santa cruz Mountains west of the site. The land has been
leased by Hewlett Packard since 1964.

4. The subsurface soil and groundwater at this site are polluted with
organic solvents belieVed to have leaked from an underground storage
tank installed in 1967. Compounds stored in this tank included
1,1,1 trichlorethane (TCA), trichloroethylene (TCE), toluene, acetone,
isopropanol and xylene. The tank and 100 cubic yards of soil were
excavated in 1981.

5. Investigations performed by Engineering Science (1981), William Cotton
and Associates (1982), Applied Earth Consultants (1983,1984,1985), and
Woodward-Clyde consultants (1985, 1986), indicated the presence of
chlorinated solvents (TCA, 1,1 dichloroethene (l,l-DCE), Trans-1,2­
DCE, methylene chloride, and TCE) in the shallow groundwater at
concentrations as high as 340,000 ppb TCE. Acetone and isopropanol
(IPA) were also detected at high levels in wells near the former tank
area. The highest concentration detected in wells located
approximately 800 feet downgradient from the source was 3800 ppb TCE
in samples taken in November 1985.


























